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!           can           who writ the letter you mention: it

be one of two or three, whose business it is to invent
a lie, throw dirt ever since I was obliged by my duty
to call          to account for their negligence and ill prac-

tices:         have published and dispersed several libellous

me, in one of which I marked forty-three
falsehoods in matters of fact   In another, it Is
trues         was only one such; the whole and every part of

It, from beginning to end, being pure invention and false-
But, to my comfort, they are despised by all good
men; and 1 like myself nothing less for being the object of
their hate. You will excuse this long letter, and I hope I
may, by next, apprise you with something of consequence,
la the meantime, I heartily recommend you, etc.

WILLIAM DUBLIN.

I held my visitation on the gth instant, where you were
excused/ as absent on the public business of the Church.

CXI.

SWIFT TO THE EARL OF PETERBOROUGH

May 4, 1711.

MY LORD,

I HAVE had the honour of your Lordship's letter,2 and by
the first lines of it have made a discovery that your Lord-
ship is come into the world about eighteen hundred years
too late, and was bom about half a dozen degrees too far
to the north, to employ that public virtue I always heard
you did possess: which is now wholly useless, and which
very few that have it are forced to lay aside, when
they would have business succeed.

Is It not some comfort, my Lord, that you meet with the
same degeneracy of manners, and the same neglect of the
public, among lie honest Germans, though in the philo-
sophe/s phrase, differently modiied, and I hope, at least,
we have one advantage* to be more polite in our corrup-
than they?

1 As a Pnebeiiclarf of Si Patrick's (m^niy p. 180^ n. i).
*            pu 244.
